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- H e;o of the East Pakistanis

Mujibur Rahman

By TILLMAN DURDIN
. Spedisl te Tho Huw Yook Tines

DACCA, Pakistan, March
.14=—Most busy officials dis-
play a certain amount of ten-
slon and preoccupation, but
not Sheik Mujibur Rahman,
the Bengali nationalist who
has emerged in recent months
as the undisputed leader of
the people of East Pakistan,

In person-to-person deals

ings, Mujib, as ha
Man is fam called

by practically
ev

In the , Blways
News seems relaxed
and cheerful. He

even delivers denunciations
with & twinkle in his eyes,

The mszs aplomb  that
g e Lo
n ality in B
doubtless also contributes to
his extraordinary crowd ap-
peal. But before the musses
‘his diffidence disappears and
he becomes a vehement ora-
tor with power to shr his
people to cheering enthusi-
asm.

Sheik Mujib’s position of
leadership at the age of 50
is the culmination of almost

: y T Asseciabed Press
a lifetime of political strug- Riding wave of popularity amounting to mass v;nrsb;'p
gle, usually against vested in- (Sheik Mujib talking with followers in Dacca on Friday)

terests and governments.
Born March 17, 1920, in the
East Bengal.village of Tongi-
para into a modestly wells
to-do Moslem famlly, Mujib
grew up as an extroverted
open -handed, sports - loving
country boy, not especially
good in school but fond of
people and wellliked by
teachers and fellow students,



A Student Actlvist

At 22, when he went to
Calcutta to get a liberal-arts
degree at Islamia College, he
was aprominentstudent lead-
er and an activist in the new-
ly formed Al India Moslem
League.

After graduation from Is-
lamia, Mujib returned to East
Bengal to enter Dacca Uni.
versity to hecome a lawyer,

By 1847 he discovered that
his native East Bengal, now
the province of East Pakistan
in a nation of two parts sepa-
rated by 1,000 miles of In-
dian territory, was being kept
in a subordinate position.

He resigned from the Mos-
l[em League and became an
advocate of Bengali rights, a
role that quickly got him in
trouble with the ruling au-
thorities,

He went to jail briefly in

1948, and in 1949 was sen--

tenced to three years in pris-
on for having participated in
illepal demonstrations and
strikes.

By the time he [eft prison,
he settled for a few years
into a less conspicuous role.

He became a key member
of the newly. organized East
Pakistani party, the Awami

(People's) League, and -was
elected to the Provincial As-
sembly.

But when Field Marshal
Mohammad Avub Khan estab-
lished a military dictatorship
in 1958, Sheik Mujib -again
assumed a prominent Opposi-
tion role.

His new activity resulted in
jail terms in 1958 and 1962, .

Six-Point Program

In 1966, Sheik Mujib and
his associates advanced a six-
point program that would
give the provinces intermal
self-rule, control over their
own foreign trade, taxatlon
and foreign aid and leave to
the central Government only
defense and some aspects of
foreign relations.

Marshal Awyub had Sheik
Mujib arrested in May, 1968
on charges of participation
in a plot to make East Paki.
stan independent. By 1968,
East Pakistan was in a state
of virtual revolt. Widespread
opposition to the Ayub Gov-
ernment led to turmoil in the
West, causing Marshal Ayub
to release Sheik Mujib and to
restgn.
Sgeik Mujib's popularity
whas translated into an over-
wheiming vote for candidates
of the Awami League, of
which he had become head.

Today Sheik Mujib is riding
on a wave of popularity that
amounts to mass worship, His
word has literally become law.

The “Shelk” in his name is
not a title, but simply an

honorific meaning that his
father is a land owner.

Tall for a Bengali—5 feet,
Il inches—he has a heavy
shock of graying hair, alert
expressive black eyes, and
a well-groomed upturned
mustache, He usually wears
a loosa black wvest over- the
billowing white cotton pan-
taloons and  long-sleeved
pajama-style shirt that is
imdirtionai - Moslem  dress

ore,
Sheik Mujib has weak %ﬁes
as & result of glaucomg that
kept him out of school for
three yeats when he was a
teen-ager. An inveterate pipe.
smoker, he likes foreign
makes but insists that his
wipes are about the only non-
‘Bengali thing he uses, He
lives in a fashicnable quarter
of Dacca with his  wife,
Fajilotdun, three sons and
two davghters,

He thinks the proper poli-
tical system for Pakistan at
this stage is democratic so-
cialism, His program calls
for the nationalization of
major industries, banks and
insurance companies—a pro-
cedure roughly along the
lines now being pursued by

“the. Prime Minister Indira

Gandhi in India.

Friends do not- rate him
as an intellectual. He readily
concedes that he needs ex-
pert advice in many. flelds.

MME Jalal.
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